Responders are patients in each treatment group sustaining plasma uric acid (UA) levels of less than 6.0 mg/dL for 80% of the time in months 3 and 6 of the trial; nonresponders are patients in each group not sustaining UA levels less than 6.0 mg/dL throughout the trial. All patients treated with placebo were nonresponders. Plasma UA levels were determined at baseline; at 2 and 24 hours after the first infusion (which occurred at week 1); before each biweekly infusion; and at 2 hours, 1 day, and 7 days after the week-9 and week-21 infusions. Achievement or failure to achieve responder status was determined for each patient from a plot made from the multiple UA determinations during months 3 and 6. Dotted line indicates treatment response threshold; error bars indicate 95% confidence intervals.
